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1939 Erzincan Depremi. 

 

ABSTRACT 

The effects of earthquake that took place in 27 December 1939 are not only 

felt in Erzincan, the epicenter of the earthquake, but also in nearby cities, notably 

in Sivas. Tens of thousands of people lose their lives. Many of them are wounded. 
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More than ten thousand structures are either destructed or damaged. It costs tens 

of thousands liras material damage. Moral and material losses caused by the Er-

zincan earthquake make themselves felt in the region even today. Dr. Refik Say-

dam, the prime minister of the time, visits the region in May 1940 in order to see 

the damage caused by the disaster on site and to oversee the proceeding works. In 

this context, he visits Sivas, which is one of the regions damaged by the earthqua-

ke. Akif Eyido�Â�Š�—�ð�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�˜�Ÿ�Ž�›�—�˜�›�1�˜�•�1���’�Ÿ�Š�œ�1�˜�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�’�–�Ž�ð�1�™�›�Ž�œ�Ž�—�•�œ�1�Š�1�›�Ž�™�˜�›�•�1�Œ�˜�—�Œ�Ž�›�—�’�—�•�1

the general situation of Sivas during the visit of Prime Minister Refik Saydam. 

The report contains information about general information of the province of Si-

vas up to 3 May 1940, effects of the earthquake on Sivas and needs of Sivas. In 

this presentation, the condition of the province of Sivas at the beginning of the 

Second World War is tried to be evaluated with special reference to the informa-
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zincan Earthquake. 
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Bkz. �X�W�1���”�’�–�1�W�_�Z�[�1�	�Ž�—�Ž�•�1���û�•�ž�œ�1���Š�¢�Í�–�Í, Ankara 1950. 

8 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 2-3. 
9 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 3-4. 
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10 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 4-5. 
11 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 5-6. 
12 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 6-7. 
13 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 7. 
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16 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 9. 
17 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 9-10. 
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20 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 12. 
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32 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 14. 
33 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 15. 
34 BCA, 30.1/112.706.2, lef. 15. 
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